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AfL Agreement for Lease 

APDO Approved Procedure Design Organisation 

ATS Air Traffic Services 

CAA Civil Aviation Authority 

DCO Development Consent Order 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

ES Environmental Statement 

IFP Instrument Flight Procedure 

MATS Manager Air Traffic Services 

MGN Marine Guidance Note 

MNEF Marine Navigation Engagement Forum 

MOD Ministry of Defence 

NATS National Air Traffic Services 

OSP Offshore Substation Platform 

PINS Planning Inspectorate 

PEIR Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

SATCO Senior Air Traffic Control Officer 

SoCG Statement of Common Ground 

UK United Kingdom 

VHF Very High Frequency 

WTG Wind Turbine Generator 

 
Glossary of Units 

 

MW Megawatt 

km2
 square kilometre 
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Agreement for 
Lease (AfL) 

Agreements under which seabed rights are awarded following the 
completion of The Crown Estate tender process. 

Applicant Morecambe Offshore Windfarm Ltd 

Application This refers to the Applicant’s application for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO). An application consists of a series of documents and 
plans which are published on the Planning Inspectorate’s (PINS) 
website. 

Generation 
Assets (the 
Project) 

Generation assets associated with the Morecambe Offshore Windfarm. 
This is infrastructure in connection with electricity production, namely 
the fixed foundation wind turbine generators (WTGs), inter-array cables, 
offshore substation platform(s) (OSP(s)) and possible platform link 
cables to connect OSP(s). 

The Planning 
Inspectorate 

The agency responsible for operating the planning process for 
Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects. 

Windfarm site The area within which the WTGs, inter-array cables, OSP(s) and 
platform link cables would be present. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview of the Project 

1. The Morecambe Offshore Windfarm is a proposed offshore windfarm located 

in the Eastern Irish Sea, which when fully operational, would have an 

anticipated nominal capacity of 480 megawatts (MW) and would have the 

potential to generate renewable power for over 500,000 homes in the United 

Kingdom (UK). 

2. The windfarm was one of six projects selected by The Crown Estate in its 

Offshore Wind Leasing Round 4 in 2021. The Agreement for Lease (AfL) for 

the Morecambe Offshore Windfarm Project was received in 2023. 

3. The AfL comprises an area of up to 125km2 and reflects the windfarm site 

assessed in the Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR). 

Following design development, surveys, assessments and consultation on the 

PEIR, the proposed windfarm site development area has been reduced to 

approximately 87km2. 

4. The ‘Project’ relates the Generation Assets of the Morecambe Offshore 

Windfarm (including wind turbine generators (WTGs), inter-array cables, 

offshore substation platforms (OSP(s)), and possible platform link cables to 

connect OSP(s)). 

5. A separate consent for the Transmission Assets associated with the 

Morecambe Offshore Windfarm and the Morgan Offshore Wind Project 

(another proposed windfarm to be located in the Irish Sea) is being sought. 

1.2 Purpose of this document 

6. This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by 

Morecambe Offshore Windfarm Ltd (‘the Applicant’) with input from BAE 

Systems Marine Limited in relation to Walney Aerodrome. This identifies topic 

areas where there is agreement, areas of disagreement, and areas which 

remain under discussion in relation to the Development Consent Order (DCO) 

application (‘the Application’) for the Morecambe Offshore Windfarm 

Generation Assets (hereafter ‘the Project’). 

7. The need for a SoCG between the Applicant and BAE Systems Marine Limited 

is set out in section 1 of Appendix G of the Rule 6 letter issued by the Planning 

Inspectorate on 23rd September. The SoCG will be updated during the 

Examination and submitted at the Deadlines indicated in the Rule 6 letter. 

8. The remit of BAE Systems Marine Limited includes ensuring the safe, secure, 

and efficient operation of air traffic to and from Walney Aerodrome. This 

involves managing airspace, coordinating with Air Traffic Services (ATS), and 
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